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BIBLE LESSONS
written by Margaret Law
Adelaide, South Australia, 1985

LESSON 4:

TWINS BUT DIFFERENT

AIM:

To show that God wants us to develop good character traits.

MEMORY VERSE:

Even a child is known by his acts…. Proverbs 20:11(a)

ACTIVITY:
Cut out two large outlines of people to represent Jacob and Esau. Name each one and
display them on the wall. Prepare cards with the following characteristics on them and
put them into a bag or box. Divide the group into two teams and select a child from
each time alternately to choose a chard and decide whether it belongs on the Jacob or
Esau cutout. If the child is correct, the team wins a point. Continue until all the cards
are attached to the cutouts.
Suggestions:
Name means supplanter
Quiet
Homebody
Impulsive
Smooth skinned
Disobedient
Ambitious
Not spiritual

Spiritual desires
Cheat
Red haired
Deceiver
Quick tempered
Angry
Hunter
Cook

Impulsive
Thief
Liar
Greedy
Did not think of future
Easily influenced
Jealous
unfair

DISCUSSION:
 Ask the children what are some
of the differences between the
members of their families, eg.
Abilities, appearances, personality, hobbies, etc.

Ask children how they react to
favouritism, unfair situations,
jealousy,. Borrowing, sharing, anger.
 Discuss way in which God can help
us in our families.
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TWINS BUT DIFFERENT (continued)

GAME:
Release the Prisoner
Draw a chalk square in the corner of the room to represent the jail. Select
several children to be ‘policemen’. They must chase and tag the rest of the
group, then take them to jail. However, those children who are ‘free’ can release the prisoners in jail by leaning over the chalk line and tagging them. But
they then risk being caught themselves. Put a time limit on the game, say, five
minutes, then select new ‘policemen’.
Remind the children that our own natural habits like lying, stealing, disobedience, anger, selfishness, etc, can be like a jail for us, but Jesus has surrendered his life and can set us free from these sinful ways.
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JACOB AND ESAU
TWINS BUT DIFFERENT
Genesis 27:30-40

MEMORY VERSE:

Proverbs 20:11a

‘Even a child is known by his acts ...’

Jacob and Esau were brothers in the same family, but they were very different.
Jacob:

means ‘one who takes the place of another’,
mother’s favourite, a quiet thinker , homebody, cooked meals,
looked after the tents and
the family’s flocks of sheep and
goats, ambitious, cheat, deceiver, liar, thief, selfish, greedy.

Esau:

means ‘hairy’,
firstborn, father’s favourite, hunter, strong and active, impulsive,
unspiritual, disobedient, quick-tempered, angry, did not think of
the future.

SO WHAT?
 In what ways are you different to your brother or
sister?
 How do you react to favouritism, unfairness, jealousy,
anger, borrowing, sharing?
 What does God say about jealousy, stealing and lying?
 In what ways do you think God can help you in your
family?

God wants us to develop good character. Jesus Christ laid
down His life to set up free from the sinful ways that
imprison us so we can seek Him and follow His way.
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PUZZLE
God wants us to develop good character traits. Find out what God’s Word says
about how we are known by our character.
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Starting at the red arrow, follow the line to each letter. Write the letters in the space below.
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